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CHAPTER I.

GENERAL REMARKS ON THE HINDU SECTS.

BEFORE passing on to notice the peculiarities of the
;ects into which the Hindus are divided, it will not be
>ut of place to give a very brief sketch of the chief
Aases through which Hinduism has passed.

When one branch of the great Aryan family migrated
:o India, they brought with them the religious ideas and
nythology common to the whole. The deities of the
\7edic age differ little from those of the older forms of
jrreek and Latin ; whilst the forms of worship were
ilmost identical. After settling in their new home
;he Rishis or Sages developed the ideas they brought
,vith them ; the form of this development being largely
ietermined by the character of the country into which
;hey had come. The beliefs and practices of the original
nhabitants of the country also tended to modify the
:brms Hinduism assumed. As this religious system
developed, as the restrictions it imposed upon its
idherents increased in severity, as the distinctions of
:aste became more marked, and the privileges claimed
Dy the higher rendered the position of the despised
:lasses more intolerable, the people were prepared to
[isten to the teaching of Buddha, who rose as a Reformer,
:eaching the equality and brotherhood of man, and
pointing out how the highest good was attainable by